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An emerging paradigm promises to close the gap between
regulatory compliance scores and the quality of childcare
services.
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“) " An old fable recounts how a father and son, taking a donkey to market to sell it,

encounter a string of critical villagers who each inform the pair they're “doing it
wrong.” Their efforts to please each subsequent critic end, absurdly and
tragically, with them carrying the beast of burden themselves, ultimately

causing its death.

QUICK TAKE

e Contrary to historical assumptions, the quality of childcare programs does not
increase linearly as their compliance with rules and regulations approaches 100
percent.

¢ All-or-nothing, one-size-fits-all approaches to compliance and licensing generate
skewed data, raise risks of false negatives and false positives, and burden staff with
bureaucratic tasks.

e Substantial regulatory compliance is an alternative approach that emphasizes
compliance with the most productive rules, preserves safety, and allows staff to
concentrate more on children.

To access the full article, please log in (/user/login?destination=node/5310) or
subscribe (https://ecommerce.sigmaxi.org/ecom/#Subscribe).

American Scientist Comments and Discussion

To discuss our articles or comment on them, please share them and tag American Scientist
on social media platforms. Here are links to our profiles on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/AmSciMag), Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/AmericanScientist/),
and LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-scientist/).

If we re-share your post, we will moderate comments/discussion following our comments
policy (https://www.americanscientist.org/content/write-for-us#comments).
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